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_ Repairs to be made over break 


Stairs in back of One 
Stop Center to come 


down 
By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 
Over the winter recess, 


NECC’s campus will undergo sev- 
eral renovations, including the 
removal of the east (back) stairs 
at the Behrakis One- Stop Student 
Center located in Haverhill. 

The stairs are coming down 
because they have become a safe- 
ty concern. 

“There have been a number of 
attempts to replace and fix them,” 
Richard Goulet said, the director 
of facilities and grounds. “Our 


engineer recommended that we 
remove them for safety reasons.” 

Goulet went on to say that the 
stairs are particularly dangerous 
when it snows outside and they 
have to be blocked off during this 
time. 

“There won't be 
access to the second 
Goulet said. “Internally, though 
there are stairs.” 


outside 
floor,” 


Currently, there are no imme- 
diate plans to replace the stairs, 
however, administrators at the 
college are looking for feedback 
from students and facility. 

Also, there are other projects 
that will occur during the break. 
They include replacing the hall- 
way flooring on the 3rd floor 
office area in the Bentley library, 


repairing the gym ceiling and 
floors in the Sports and 
Recreation Complex, painting all 
stairwells in the Spurk building 
and office 
finance area on the second floor 
of the B building. 

Additionally, 
David Gingerella, the vice presi- 
dent of finance, CFO, 
the In-Town mall to be torn down 
in Lawrence is scheduled to take 
place in the spring. 

This is where the Northern 
Essex’s new Allied Science and 
Health building is going to be 
built. It is anticipated that the 
building estimated to cost about 
$26 million will open Sept. 2013. 


re-arranging the 


according to 


plans for 


“It is about an 18 month proj- « 


ect,” Gingerella said. 


Helping children in 


The women are just 
as frightened as we 
are to be there 


By MICHELE SIMON 
Features Editor 


Night had fallen early on this 
unseasonably warm day in 
December, and the rain drizzled 
down from a black sky. Ahead, 
welcoming light flooded out the 
windows of the three story antique 
looking yellow house, lighting up 
the building with a warm glow. | 
stepped inside the house and was 
greeted by the fragrant smell of 
food cooking and children's voices 
singing out in delightful discord. 
In the living room a flat screen 
TV, hanging on the wall well out 
of the reach of the little hands, 
__was competing with the children 
for attention. Four women in the 
room held and hugged their chil- 
-dren while echoes of little voices 
from numerous other children 
bounced off the walls. 

This is not your average home. 
This is Casa Nueva Vida homeless 


shelter in Lawrence. 

“Many people think of home- 
less shelters as large buildings 
with rows of cots,” said Anjuli 
Ferreira-Fahlberg the Northeast 
Playspace Programs Director for 
Horizons for Homeless Children. 
All of the shelters she deals with 
are just average looking homes 
that you wouldn't know are shel- 
ters when you drive by, she said. 

Before we arrived at the shel- 
ter I had seen posters hanging on 
the bulletin boards at NECC, ask- 
ing for volunteers for the Horizons 
for Homeless Children Program, 
for weeks. At first | dismissed the 
idea because it didn't seem like a 
safe place to be. But as it got clos- 
er to Christmas, and that picture of 
a homeless baby was still hanging 
there, I called Ferreira-Fahlberg to 
find out more, even though my gut 
was telling me, “this is dangerous, 
don't do it.” I mentioned to 
Ferreira-Fahlberg how nervous I 
was about going to a homeless 
shelter, and asked if it was safe 

“We haven't had any issues 
with safety in the past year and a 
half since I've been here,” she told 
me. “We can't control what hap- 


pens outside on the street... but it's 


just as safe as anywhere else.” 


Many of the shelters where the 
Playspaces are located only have 
women and children in them, she 
said. 

Casa Nueva Vida is one of the 
few family shelters that allow 
Dads to stay there. At the time 
they were full with twelve fami- 
lies. There were only two Dads 
though. 

Ferreira-Fahlberg said the lack 
of men is actually an issue with 
many of the children. “Most of our 
children really don't have male 
role models,” she said. When a 
male Playspace volunteer, called a 
PAL, shows up they are all over 
him. 

Nick Ciarletta is such a volun- 
teer. He first got involved with 
Horizons for Homeless Children 
when he was taking a social work 
class at Bridgewater State 
University, and has been volun- 
teering for a little over two years 
now. He told me what it was like 
to be a male PAL. 

“It was a very eye opening 
thing.” he said. “The first day I 
volunteered, there was a girl that 


hate 
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These stairs are being torn down because the college 
has determined them to be a safety hazard. 


ifficult times 
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Perceptions can be decieving. Casa Nueva Vida looks 
like any other home on the street. 


was about six or seven years old. 
We were pretending that it was her 
birthday, and she didn't want me 
to leave her.” He said it was very 
sad when he-understood what she 
was doing. “She was pretending | 
was her dad, and didn't want me to 
leave.” 


Most of the children in the 
Playspace program are under the 
age of six. Ciarletta said all the 
children he is currently working 
with right now are between eight 
months and three years old. 


Continued on Page 6 
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Clearing the air 


Following the publication of the article 
titled ‘Hang on to your spare change’, the 
Observer would like to clear the air of a few 
things. 

It is apparent after checking the source 
located on the Salvation Army website, 
Thomas Shamma, our Opinion Editor used 
that he did take the quotes he used out of con- 
text and he did not present all the facts in his 
article. 

If you look to the next page, Shamma has 
listed his sources and clarified the meaning of 
his article. 

The staff as a whole, would like to clar- 
ify by saying that the Salvation Army does not 
support gay marriage. However, their services 
are available to all, no matter what their sexu- 
al orientation. 

The Salvation Army, does not support 
making fun of or abusing anyone based on 
sexual orientation. All of the aforementioned, 


the articles published in the Observer do not 
reflect the feelings of the newspaper as a 
whole. We attempt to publish all of our sub- 
missions to voice the opinion of the communi- 


At the Observer, the majority of us here, 
support and some have even worked at the 
Salvation Army. We hope you can find a char- 
ity that you can support and will donate to 
them. 


that they have helped millions and are a non- 
profit organization. 


have written into our editor. We appreciate that 
you take the time to read the paper and express 


your feelings. 


wish everyone a happy holiday season. 


Additionally, we do wish to point out that 


There is still a fact that remains and it is 


We also would like to thank all those that 


In conclusion, all of us here would like to 


Be safe and have fun! 


> f The Walia Exanine 
2th na 


which our opinion editor failed to report. MCT Campus 


How are you coping with finals? 


Brandon Hudak Cassie Stess Henry Lopez 


Holly Parker Devin DiTomaso Bryan “Mustachio” 
Multi-media Biology Liberal Arts Liberal Arts Te eee Mannell 
“Good, well, enjoying “Not worried.” “Staying up really late “Freaking out (laughs).” “I ots of codeme.” “I haven't started any- 
the semester.” and music helps me con- ; thing yet.” 


centrate.” 
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you need 


to contact us? 


Address 
Rm. C222 Spurk, 100 Elliott Street, 


How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publica- 
tion may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the 
newsroom, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. | 

All letters must be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- ) 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject } 
line or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


Opinion Editor: Thomas Shamma 
News Editor: Andy Robinson 
Campus Life Editor: Mary Ellen D'Angelo Lombari 


Features Editor: Michele Simon 


Newsroom 
978-556-3633 
Adviser 
978-556-3397 
Deering 
978-556-3397 


Sports Editor: Josh Peltonovich 
A&E Editor: Shannon Keating 
Copy Editor: Michael Litman 

Staff Writer: Lisa Lemoi 


Circulation Manager: Chantal McGovern 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


Lawrence Circulation Manager: Andy Robinson 


Faculty Adviser: Mary Jo Shafer While we attempt to publish ail letters, 


we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


Have you taken or are currently taken Journalism 1 
and would like to be on staff? Then submit your 
resume and to observer@necc.mass.edu 


The NECC Observer reserves the 
right to edit, condense and refuse 
all submissions. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 


By OBSERVER READERS 


This is a response to your “arti- 
cle”, “Hang on to your spare 
change” 

First off, do you have an intel- 
lectual inability to state all sides of 
an argument? If you aresupposed to 
be a journalist why didn’t you 
report the rest of the source that 
you quoted in thisparticular article, 
if you could call it that? If you read 
the rest of it like you were sup- 
posed to then you would see that 
they aren’t condemning homosexu- 
ality, they are providing facts. If 
you took the time to do more 
research and read both sides of the 
argument your “article” wouldn’t 
be the piece of literary and journal- 
istic trash that it is. And personally 
I don’t care what you think of me 
or my response, I did the research 
and saw for myself what it said. 
Secondly I don’t appreciate you 
smack talking an organization that 
has helped millions through diffi- 
cult times. 

They have been a benevolent 
organization for their entire exis- 
tence. Thirdly I would like to know 
what your sources are. And it’s my 
opinion that if your sources on the 
New York incident are falsified or 
grossly exaggerated then I would 
like the next article that you write 
to be your resignation. 

Your lack of journalistic ability 
as well as your compassion is 
appalling. I have read your articles 
and they are highly confusing and 
lack any clear information. I know 
you will read this and be angered at 
what I write, but 1 have just as 
much of a right to have my article 
published as you do. And yes my 
response to your article may be a 
little harsh but at least I do research 
and read the entirety of my source. 

I would like to ask the editor 
why she published something as 
bad as this. Sure he has the right to 
get it published but that doesn’t 
mean it should, And before you say 
anything I have in fact read many 
articles by this particular “journal- 
ist” and I have found them all con- 
fusing and misinformed. 


Sincerely, 


Parker Moody 


AK 


I am writting to ask to have the 
Mr Shamma fired . How dare any- 
one print such an article on the 
Salvation Army . He is slandering 
the Salvation Army name and can 
be sued . Does anyone on the paper 
care that this writter wrote such a 
gross article ? How many people in 
the world have gay friends ? 
Everyone does Mr Shamma 
please call the Salvation Army and 
get a statement on your unfound 
claims . There phone number is 

(978) 374-7571 - 395 Main St, 
Haverhill, MA. 

I ask the head of the paper and 
Lane Glenn to fire Shamma asap - | 
love reading the paper now with 
this ARTICLE , I not read the paper 
anymore unless SHAMMA is fired 
. Who needs such a person on the 
paper . Mr Shamma do you have a 
heart ? I think NOT. 

I hope your given coal in your 
christmas stocking , and any cash 
you are given for christmas should 
be donated to the SALVATION 
ARMY . 

As Mr Trump would say YOUR 
FIRED !!!! 


Jamie Kimble 


ee 


To the Editor, 

For a long time now, I have 
read the NECC Observer and 
frankly after reading the article 
from the ridiculously arrogant 
Thomas Shamma, titled “Hang on 
to your spare change’, I was sick- 
ened. Not to mention that his word- 
ing was extremely tedious and his 
other article in the newspaper titled 
“Weird logic in Occupy Boston 
law” nearly put to sleep. 

Moving forward, I can deal 
with boredom, but I am writing this 
letter because I can’t deal with the 
fact that Mr. Shamma deliberately 
took material from the Salvation 
Army and took it out of context, in 
an effort to stop people from donat- 
ing money to the organization. 

As a gay male, I have worked 
at the Salvation Army for a number 
of years and feel as though the pic- 
ture he is painting is largely inac- 
curate. So based on the article from 
Mr. Shamma, how did I come to 
work for the Salvation Army you 
may be wondering since I am gay 
and they, according to him don’t 
support homosexuals? 

Well, several years back I lost 
my job. I got paid minimum wage 
and my boyfriend made the same 
amount as well. Without my salary 
and no help from family members 
the bills kept piling up. 

Our hot water got shut off and 
we were left taking cold showers, 
unless we heated water on the 
stove and filed buckets taking it to 
the tub. From this, we got burnt 
several times. Then, eventually, 
this stopped as our electricity got 
shut off. We were left in the dark 
and could barely even afford to buy 
Ramen; we could though and ate it 
uncooked. ; 

Some of you may be wondering 
why I didn’t simply go out and find 
a job. Well, I had dropped out of 
high school because I was bullied 
for being gay. Thus, without a high 
school education I wasn’t able to 
find another job and at the time, 
similar to today, there weren’t a lot 
of jobs. 

Long story short, we were on 
the verge of being homeless. 

With nothing left to do, my 
partner and I sought refuge from 
the Salvation Army. Here they wel- 
comed us with open arms, they 
gave us food and paid our rent and 
even gave me the connections to 
get my GED. They did this WITH- 
OUT EVEN ASKING FOR A 
THANK YOU. 

Without this we would have 
been on the streets, without the 
basic necessities needed to survive. 

Eventually, we got back on our 
feet thanks to the help of the fabu- 
lous souls at the Salvation Army. 

Thus, do to this, for years now, 
I have rang the bell outside various 
Market Basket’s and donated all 
the money I was able to. I will con- 
tinue to do this until I die. 

One particular story that will 
always touch my heart is that I 
remember is of a family that had a 
five year old daughter with cancer. 
The cost for her medical treatment 
was astounding and they barely 
had enough money to make rent. 

Christmas was coming and they 
didn’t have any money to buy this 
sick little girl presents. They came 
to us and we made sure that this lit- 
tle girl had a great Christmas and 
she did. : 

Her parents told us how her 
face gleamed with joy when she 
saw the presents under the tree and 


how happy she was to open the 
presents. This was her last 
Christmas. 

Every day, I think about this 
and how this little girl didn’t have 
much. At least though, her last 
Christmas was a happy one though. 

You may be curious though 
from reading this letter, why after 
reading Mr. Shamma’s article that I 
wrote in my support of such an 
organization. Well, I actually I took 
the time to check the source he 
quote on the Salvation Army’s 
website. 

Mr. Shamma only chose to 
quote parts of the source that he 
felt supported his argument. 
However, if he actually read the 
entire statement from them, he 
would have read this: “There is no 
scriptural support for demeaning or 
mistreating someone for reason of 
his or her sexual orientation. The 
Salvation Army opposes any such 
abuse. In keeping with these con- 
victions, the services of The 
Salvation Army are available to all 


who qualify, without regard to sex- 


ual orientation.” 

Clearly, Mr. Shamma has his 
facts wrong according to the above 
statement from the Salvation Army 
regarding homosexuality. He used 
the quotes in his article completely 
out of context. Obviously, Mr. 
Shamma isn’t an idiot, but he obvi- 
ously isn’t an honest individual nor 
should hold the high ranking posi- 
tion of ‘Opinion Editor’ on a news- 
paper either. 

Also, Mr. Shamma said in the 
article “In 2004, the Salvation 
Army in New York City fought a 
bill that would have required them 
(and every other organization in 
New York) to provide the same 
legal benefits to gay staffers as 
they did to straight ones..” 

Out of curiosity, I did an 
advanced search regarding this and 
found that they never stop giving 
aid to people, which is the impor- 
tant part. There was a dispute over 
religious beliefs, this was in 2004 
and the issue has since been 
solved. Also, this only occurred in 
New York and no where else, 
which is worth mentioning. Plus, 
this happened in 2004, SEVEN 
years have passed! It was an isolat- 
ed incident. 

Plus, if the Salvation Army was 
as anti-gay as Mr. Shamma says 
than they just wouldn’t have hired 
these ‘gay staffers’ in the first 
place. It is completely void of all 
logic since this would require them 
to go against their own beliefs to 
hire them, if they are so homopho- 
bic in the first place. They would 
have specifically questioned my 
sexuality. If they were so homo- 
phobic then I wouldn’t work for 
him. 

But, according to Mr. Shamma 
on the basis of delusional facts you 
shouldn’t donate money to the 
Salvation Army. Five year old can- 
cer patients shouldn’t receive pres- 
ents for Christmas or any children 
for that matter. 

You shouldn’t donate money to 
individuals that can’t pay their 
rent. No, you shouldn’t do this, you 
should let them go homeless. 

You should let the hungry go 
hungry, even though you have the 
money in your pocket to help them. 

Without the Salvation Army, 
millions of children wouldn’t see a 
single present under the Christmas 
tree. Without the Salvation Army, 
thousands of parents would have to 
explain to their kids that they 
couldn’t afford to keep the electric- 
ity on for the month and that they 


V 


didn’t know where their next meal 
was going to come from. 

I also noticed that the roaming 
reporter asked the question ‘Do 
you support the Salvation Army?’. 
It is important to note that under 
the context he was using it that he 
deliberately was making these peo- 
ple appear to be homophobic, hav- 
ing his article on the next page. 

He should apologize to every 
single person in this section. It is 
disgraceful that they would allow 
this to be published, specifically 
when it makes these six people 
look so bad. Along with an organi- 
zation that has helped millions. 

The Salvation Army is a non- 
profit organization that have 
helped people so much. They never 
ever have asked me, whether I was 
straight, gay or bi. They have 
helped me so much, and for Mr. 
Shamma to make such horrendous 
suggestions and mislead people, 
misconstruing facts purposely, it 
makes me wonder whether he’s 
nickname is the Grinch. 

Mr. Shamma isn’t a journalist. 
He shouldn’t be an editor. People 
like him are those that cause chaos. 
I question whether he is even a per- 
son as he lacks empathy on a large 
scale. 

Eventually people will just stop 
reading his articles, they probably 
already have because they don’t 
deserve to be read. They shouldn’t 
even be put on paper. Let alone 
published. He shouldn’t quit his 
day. job as in a world where jour- 
nalism is dying there are people 
much more intelligent, with more 
talent that can actually report facts. 

From the bottom of my heart, 
Merry Christmas, Mr. Shamma. 

Unfortunately, there isn’t a 
charity out there that can give a 
person a soul because clearly you 
are lacking one. 


Sincerely, 


Evan Sinclair 


KK 


To all responders: 


_First: the Salvation Army’s 
mission statement does specifically 
defend people of any “Sexual ori- 
entation.” So, let’s take a moment 
to look at some of the other state- 
ments. 

“Sexual attraction to the same 
sex is a matter of profound com- 
plexity.” No, it’s not. But claim- 
ing it is sets up a space within 
which to foster ambiguity and hide 
a critical opinion in positive lan- 
guage. 

“Scripture forbids sexual inti- 
macy between members of the 
same sex. The Salvation Army 
believes, therefore, that Christians 
whose sexual orientation is prima- 
rily or exclusively same-sex are 
called upon to embrace celibacy as 
a way of life.” 

That is not pro-gay. That’s pro- 
gay-people-staying-in-the-closet. 
It’s not an LGBT-positive position. 

The claim that there’s no scrip- 
tural support for persecution based 
on orientation is a popular form of 
doublespeak -- “Love the sinner, 
hate the sin,” used by moderate 
organizations to defend indefensi- 
ble moral stances. 

Mr. Sinclair, I’m guessing you 
didn’t discuss your sex life at 
length with the people you’ve spo- 
ken to at the Salvation Army. Even 
if you had, it’s very possible that 
your experience was entirely pleas- 
ant and straightforward. 
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But it’s as likely that your 
experience was an isolated ince- 
dent as the alternative. 

In Scotland in 2000, the 
Salvation Army attempted to pre- 
vent the repeal of a piece of legis- 
lation called Section 28, which out- 
lawed any positive discussion of 
homosexuality in schools. 

(Source: 
http://web.archive.org/web/201101 
31105443/http://www.scottish.par- 
liament.uk/business/committees/hi 

storic/x-lg/reports-00/lgr00-06- 
08.htm) 

In 2001, they caved to pressure 
from the religious right, deciding 
not to provide health benefits to 
same-sex couples. 

(Source: http://www.christiani- 
tytoday.com/ct/2002/janu- 
ary7/11.18.html) 

Also in 2001, they attempted. 
(near-successfully) to cut a deal 
with the Bush administration 
allowing them to ignore state and 
federal laws requiring them to treat 
gay employees equally. 

(Source: 
http://news.google.com/newspa- 
pers?nid=1347&dat=20010710&id 
=VRETAAAAIBAJ&sjid=hPODA 
AAAIBAJ&pg=6493,6448848) 

And here’s the source on the 
New York soup kitchen thing: 

(http://chicago.gopride.com/ne 
ws/article.cfm/ArticleID/1824489) 

These are just some of the bet- 
ter-documented examples of dis- 
crimination or attempted discrimi- 
nation. Whether or not they’re suc- 


_ cessful, every penny you donate to 


the Salvation Army goes a little bit 
to supporting attempts like this. 

If these are isolated incidents, 
it shows a systemic failure to take 
seriously their responsibilities as 
an international organization, 
because far too many of their local 
branches feel entitled to discrimi- 
nate. 

To the point about the roaming 
reporter question last issue: I had 
been trying to keep the questions in 
theme with the issue, and I honest- 
ly didn’t expect the support of the 
Salvation Army to be near-unani- 
mous. I was under the impression 
that this issue was better publicized 
than it apparently is. 

I'd also like to remind readers © 
that I suggested (and continue to 
suggest) remembering the motiva- 
tion of the Salvation Army to do 
some good in the world, and donat- 
ing to another charity, instead. 

If discouraging donations to a 
particular charity constitutes an 
attack on the people that charity 
supports, then anyone who donates 
change to the Salvation Army is 
failing in their moral responsibility 
to protect children in Africa from 
malaria or help pay for resources to 
protect women in abusive relation- 
ships by donating to shelters. 

It’s easy to defend a charity 
against criticism -- they all do good 
things. But doing good is not an 
excuse to also do wrong. 

I don’t want to discourage any- 
one from donating to charity. It’s 
an excellent use of your money, 
Doctors Without Borders, 
Goodwill, Wikipedia, and Oxfam 
could all use that money to do a lot 
of good, and none of them are 
going to use any of that money to 
push for anti-LGBT legislation. 


Sincerely, 


Thomas Shamma 
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Occupying our hearts: a eulogy 


A look back at a 


It finally happened: Occupy 
Boston’s tent city at Dewey 
Square was peacefully picked a 
part resulting in only 46 arrests. 
Boston remains the leader as the 
longest occupied city since the 
movement began September 17 at 
Zuccoti Park in New York City 
(Boston set up camp September 
30). 

We’ve reached what appears to 
be an end; an end to atleast the 
first chapter of “Occupy.” 
There’s already talk of starting 
up again come Spring time. 

I’ve visited Occupy Boston a 
few times. And I even got the 
chance to see Occupy Wall Street 
in New York just days before it 
was wiped clean from the face of 
the Earth. Some of my visits 
were better than others. Some 
days were busy with activity 
while other days were cold and 
just sickening (cue the free food 
tent’s rotten bananas and soupy 
peanut butter). But I was lucky 
enough to be there on the high 
point of Occupy Boston; the 
Columbus Day march to the 
Charlestown Bridge. That was, 
without a doubt, the greatest 
walking tour of Boston I’ve ever 


been on. 

What I saw there the first day, 
the day of the march, was a 
steaming hot bunch of people, 
young and old, hippie and con- 
servative, participating in a 
demonstration of their griev- 
ences. It was exciting and fun 
and I got into a dizzy haze fueled 
by loud i = 
rehtoric. : 
When 
you are 
in the 


middle 


Trail’s 
red line,® 


city.” 


On the Qccupy Boston’s “Tent City.” An estimated 150-300 people regularly on can 
camped out on the Rose Kennedy Greenway in Dewey Square. b 


other 
days, 


all I saw was a cold mess; a 
- 


bunch of obnoxious hipster no- 
bodies who thought it would be 
better to camp out on private 
property instead of finding their 
way into the workplace. I’m the 
product of harsh realities that 
everyone my age has to go 
through: paying the bills. The 
loans, the phone bill, food, rent, 
what have you. I’m sure I would 
have been more gung-ho for this 


cause if I were still in high 
school, but such is not the case 
anymore. I have three jobs that 
have hardend me againest this 
movement’s call for a camp out. 
But make no mistake, I am not on 
Fox New’s side. 

Their demand was simple (sim- 
ple to write down atleast): to reg- 


ulate the friendship that Wall 
Street and the United States 
Congress clearly 
course, you probably heard of a 
hundred other things they were 
talking about, such as environ- 
mental causes, student loan 
relief, job creation, gay 
rights, housing market reform, or 
putting more M&Ms in trail mix. 

The list was long, but their main 
cause was indeed about Wall Street 


have. Of 


reform. Wall Street is effected direct- 
ly by the descisions Congress make. 
The fundamental reason why 
Congress isn’t working (in the 
Occupy movement’s eyes and any 
other sensible human being’s eyes) is 
because congressmen are immune to 
any insider trading laws that the pub- 
lic are held accountable for. Congress 


laws and 
regula- 
LO: 1s. 
This non- 
: public 
Andy Robinson Photo informa- 


e 
directly 
used to work the stock market in their 
favor. For example, during the health 
care debates, congressmen were trad- 
ing health care stocks. In order to 
bank the most money, a bill will have 
to include a special amendment, 
sway a certain direction, or just com- 
pletely stall legislation, in order for 
the congressmen to profit. That’s 
how they bank the most money. 

“60 Minutes” found that the 
biggest problem with the ties 


between Congress and Wall 
Street is temptation. With all that 
information no one else has 
access to, it’s incredibly easy to 
just talk to a financial advisor 
after a congressional meeting and 
ask them to buy up or sell a cer- 
tain stock. 

There’s no question that The 
Observer has written quite a few 
articles on the movement. And I 
think that needs some addressing. 
Occupy Wall Street, from a news 
organization’s point of view, 
makes for good copy. Plain and 
simple. It’s a national movement 
that has sparked stories ranging 
from the hardships of out of work 
familes to public outcry so loud 
it’s taken to the streets. Literally. 
Readers enjoy reading it and 
writers enjoy writing. 

I know what your thinking, “So 
we here at the Observer write the 
things we write because it’s just 
good filler.” Just because it’s 
good filler doesn’t mean it’s not 
important. 

What the movement did succeed 
in doing was igniting a conversa- 
tion that should have started a 
long time ago; people in high 
places need to be held account- 
able for and the same rules 
should apply to all. 

I hope you'll join me in bidding 
the Occupy Movement a fond 
farewell. Where they succeeded 
in occupying our hearts for that 
one brief shinning moment, they 
failed in keeping us interested. 
At least this journalist anyway. 


More letters to the editor 


Salvation Army is a Great advice! 
great organization 


To the editor, 

It seems that Thomas Shamma 
wants us to stop giving to The 
Salvation Army because they don't 
approve of his nasty relationship with 
his boyfriend or is it because he's an 
avowed atheist? Either way, he's 
given a lot of students something to 
think about and it isn't what he was 
hoping for. Most of the conversations 
I've heard are about how sick and 
tired people are of having to put up 
with the endless bashing of our faith 
in the name of Thomas’ preferred sex 
life. 

The Salvation Arny is one of the 
oldest giving institutions in our coun- 
try and they've been around all these 
years because of their unwavering 
belief in the Word of God. They don't 
hide who they are and they don't dis- 
triminate against anyone they help. 
They're not anti-homosexual; they're 
against the practice of homosexuali- 
ty. It's their belief, simple as that. 

~ However, Thomas’ anger towards 
~ himself about being homosexual has 
him attacking an organization that 
doesn't accept the way of life he's 
chosen 
I emailed Thomas’ article to a 
very dear friend of mine who is proud 


of his homosexuality (Bill prefers to 
be called “queer”). He doesn't care 
what people think about his lifestyle 
and he's not into bashing anyone who 
doesn't accept him for who he is. Bill 
wanted me to let Thomas know that 
he'll be volunteering to be a bell 
ringer this season in Thomas' honor. 
Americans aren't as homophobic 
as Thomas wants us to believe, we're 
just fed up with all the preaching and 
parading. I for one realize that 
Thomas doesn't represent the vast 
majority of homosexuals in our coun- 
try but he certainly represents the 


most ignorant. 

Incidentally, Thomas' ignorance 
with regards to the “Occupy Boston” 
piece mirrors the Salvation Army 
one. His misguided and unfounded 
anger is really unhealthy and Thomas 
should put forth a concerted effort to 
doing something about it before he 
ends up totally useless to society. 

I'll make sure I drop an extra 20 
in the “kettle” with a “thank you” 
note from Thomas Shamma. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph McGowan 

Criminal Justice Major 


To the editor 


The, “Wash your hands, please,” 
editorial published on December 7 is 
excellent advice. But what can one do 
when one goes through a checkout at 
a market or store and the cashier licks 
her fingers to pull open the bag and 
then handles one's food to bag it? 

Almost without fail, when I go 
through a checkout and this happens, 
if I ask the cashier not to lick her fin- 


gers to open my bag, I am treated 


We want to hear from you. 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


with hostility in return. One cashier 
looked me in the eye and deliberately 
did it again. | spoke to the store man- 
ager about her. ; 

At Market Basket in Salem, sev- 
eral times I called the Head Cashier's 
attention to the problem but she 
denied it happens. 

One time | stood there with her 
until almost immediately, the bagger 
did it again. It still constantly hap- 
pens in that store. At the dry cleaners, 
to separate the receipt, the counter 
lady wet her finger so much, she 
soaked it with a wet print. 

Shoppers are so used to seeing it, 
they're not even aware of it. Watch 
your baggers the next time you shop. 
It's gross. 


Thanks, 


Eleni Santy 
NECC Student/Avid hand washer 


News 


NECC Observer 


Dec. 14,2011 Page5 


NECC students | Obama makes appeal to 99 percent 
visit Occupy 
Boston 


By Pror. STEVE SLANER 
Faculty adviser, Students for a 
Democratic Society 

and 
Pror. ANDEW MORSE 
Faculty adviser, Amnesty 
Internatiaonal 


A group of 16 NECC students and 
two faculty members paid a visit to 
the Occupy Boston encampment on 
Dec. 8, 

Sponsored by Amnesty 
International, Students for a 
Democratic Society, and the Global 
Studies Department, the trip gave 
students an opportunity to see what 
the Occupy movement is all about. 

Steve Brown, an NECC student who 
has been spending nights at the encamp- 
ment, acted as our guide. We sawa 
group of tents across the street from the 
Federal Reserve Bank Building. 

This seemed to be an appropriate loca- 
tion, given the fact that the Occupy 
movement intends to call attention to the 
role of the financial system and the banks 
in promoting the interests of | percent as 
opposed to 99 percent of Americans. 

Yet the encampment did not seem 
to be endangering or inconvenienc- 
ing anyone. We saw no trace of the 


chaos or squalor that some claim to 
have noticed. What we did see was 
a vibrant community of individuals 
from diverse backgrounds, all of 
whom shared a deep concern with 
the course that our society has taken. 
The prevailing mood was one of 
determination. Even while we visit- 
ed, rumors circulated that the police 
would soon move in and clear out 
the camp. Yet as Seth, a young resi- 
dent put it, "It's not the end. It's the 
end of the beginning." 

A statue of Gandhi greeted visitor. It 
was draped with a banner proclaiming: 
"Go the Distance!" Demonstrators were 
prepared to continue their cause, regard- 
less of the fate of this particular encamp- 
ment. 

Emma, another young movement 
member, expected that the raid 
would come in the middle of the 
night. Yet she retained her opti- 
mism. "These months of occupa- 
tion in Boston have made people 
more aware, and allowed them to 
form connections with each other.” 

If nothing else, our NECC stu- 
dents got a firsthand view of history 
in the making. The spirit of change 
animates the Occupy movement, and 
the history of that movement has yet 
to be written. 


Los Angeles Times 
(MCT C ampus) 

Conservatives were quick to accuse 
President Obama of embracing class war- 
fare in his speech last week in 
Osawatomie, Kan. And liberal Democrats 
were thrilled to see a hint of the populist 
president they had hoped they were voting 
for in 2008. The polanzed reactions suggest that 
Obamals speech succeeded in one of its goals: to 
frame the 2012 election asaclear choice between 
two philosophies, a contest he might be able to 
win, instead of a referendum on his own unhap- 
Py economic record. 

But elections are won in the center, as Obama 
himself showed in 2008, when he attracted mil- 
lions of independent voters with a now-outmod- 
ed message of post-partisan harmony. And it 
remains to be seen how the president's new pop- 
ulism will play with independents. 

Obama has struggled with two problems this 
fall as he prepared to launch his campaign forre- 
election. One, of course, is the still wreiched state 
of the economy, something he can do little in the 
short run to improve. But the other problem is 
one he should be able to fix the haziness of his 
own vision. 

After a year of alternating clashes with 
Congress’ Republican leaders and 
attempts to meet them halfway, even 
Obama's Democratic supporters weren't 
sure what he stood for. 


you and your | 


In the parlance of political image makers, 
Obama has forgotten to provide a narra- 
tive, an explanation of how we got here 
and how he plans to get us out. 

His Kansas speech was an attempt to fill 
in the missing story line, and to restart his 
conversation with unhappy voters. 

His message that Main Street has been 
squeezed by Wall Street and that the fiture will 
be even bleaker unless we raise taxes on the 
wealthy and mvest in education, science and 
infrastructure isnt new. But the president put it in 
a sharper, more moralistic framework than he 
has offered during most of his first three years in 
office. The political strategy behind this approach 
was transparent. Obama was secking both to 
reassure his dispirited Democratic base and to 
enlarge it by appealing to everyone who agrees 
with the Occupy Wall Street movement that the 
current econonry is inequitable. This isn'ta fimge 
sentiment. Polls show that about two-thirds of 
Amencans think the distribution of wealth is 
unfair, including a big majontty of independents 
as well as Democrats. That's why so much 
of the speech was given to characterizing 
(and occasionally — exaggerating) 
Republican positions as favoring the | 
percent over the 99 percent. "Their philos- 
ophy is simple: We are better off when 
everybody is left to fend for themselves 
and play by their own mules," Obama 
charged. 
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But the strategy could have pitfalls. 
"| think they're taking Occupy Wall Street 
a little too literally," said William A. 
Galston, who served as President 
chief . domestic policy 
adviser."The Amencan middle class is 
much more interested in its own circum- 
stances than in how the wealthy are doing. 
The reason people are concemed is not 
because the | percent are doing so well; 
it's because the muddle class is doing so 
badly and it's not clear that socking it to 
the 1 percent will solve that problem." 
The most interesting part of Obama's 
message didn't get much news coverage: 
his argument that unequal income is burt- 
ing economic growth. "When middle- 
class families can no longer afford to buy 
the goods and services that businesses are 
selling .... it drags down the entire econo- 
my," he argued. Obama has proposed a 
raft of federal initiatives to promote long- 
term economic growth, most recently in 
the jobs bill he unveiled in September. 
They just haven't gone anywhere in the 
face of Republican opposition. And, in his 
speech, he called for mcreased federal 
spending on education, science and trans- 
portation, but he offered no details.So for 
voters outside the liberal Democratic fold, 
Obama's Osawatomie framework 
deserves a grade of incomplete. 
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EXCLUSIVE! Interview with Santa 


By EVERSON TAVARES 
Correspondent 

i ate 

As a walking controversy made 
among adults and children, gullible 
bystanders and hard-nosed experts 
on the subject, he's been roaming the 
earth, and sometimes surveying it, 
with a wary and keen eye, since 
1773; a year, in comparison to all the 
lively and memorable ones he recol- 
lects, that Seem foreign and hardly 
relevant ¢ old it makes him 
feel. 


“What do you want? I'm busy 
and I've no time for games, unless 
they involve drinking, then I guess | 
can make an exception,” says the 
chuekling Keeper of dreams and 
hopes and fantasies, which now 
begin to’ spill and clang out of a giant 
red sack standing a few feet behind 
hi floor. 

"See! There it goes, tumbling 
on miore. Fix it, and fix it well this 
time, boy!” Begrudgingly, an odd 
looking, servile, oh so tacky boy, 
with his little arms, drags the colos- 
sal bag away and behind the metal 
doors he goes, leaving but a fiery 
light and a cacophony to escape 
briefly the opening. 

Scratching his long, clouded 
beard, he suddenly bellows, “A boy! 
You're only a boy! What business 
have you here? Is it about me paying 
the share, the interest of all the com- 
panies and businesses I own a small 
percentage of?” 

He pauses, drawing his chair 
ever so closely, clears his throat and 
continues: “Because if it is, I don't 
appreciate being consistently badg- 
ered about this sort of a thing, let it 
alone shall I tolerate it given that I 
can just, with a snap of my fingers 
and not a second after, begin to hap- 
pily manufacture my own toys, 
gadgets and contraptions.’ 

“Oh, quiet dear!” shouts a stern, 
broad-minded voice from the fires 
and smells of the kitchen area. “Hush 
up and ask our guest if it he would 
like some of our very own ginger. 
mint hot chocolate.” 

Grinning, either from the image 
it evokes or simply because of the 
voice that made itself from the busy 
kitchen to the warm fireplace/living 


room, he says (as if on cue), “How 
about it, champ? 
The birth of this rotund, gruffly 


figure is said to derive from Saint 
Nicholas of Myra, a 4th century 
Christian care-giver known primari- 


ly for his charity, love and: benevo- 
lence towards the poor in the 
province of the Byzantine Anatolia, 
situated in Turkey, although Santa 
Claus disagrees. 

On the other hand, Britain claims 
that they were in fact the true source 
of inspiration for “Father 
Christmas”, Britain's own version of 
Santa Claus, except he rode a magi- 
cal, brute donkey then instead of a 
reindeer. It was only — until 
Washington Irving's “History of 
New York” published in 1809 did 
Santa. Claus finally become 
Americanized. as the dumpy, burly 
Coca-Cola spokesman so many chil- 
dren, adults and grandparents know 
him as 

According to Santa, of all the jin- 
gle, jolly and merry fortune and fame 
that comes with such a high reputa- 
tion and even higher expectation to 
fulfill, he owes it all to the Coca- 
Cola Company, who. monopolized 
him as a booming, vibrant figure in 
American during the 1930's with 
commercials and endless advertis- 
ing. Indeed, was it a “match made in 
heaven” as far as the similar choice 
in fashion goes, and soon enough his 
popularity would reign supreme 
throughout the nation, quickly estab- 
lishing himself as an urban legend, 
folklore and hero. 

“This business is no walk in the 
park, kiddo. I remember, way back 
before you were born, I used to work 
in the delivery business, mostly mail 
and boxes, and every now and then I 
would move furniture and bigger 
stuff if needed. Well, | came across a 
dilemma during one of my deliveries 
one day: I had to deliver a cake. | 
arrived to the house shortly after 
receiving the cake and knocked 
loudly, several times, but no one 
answered. | went round the house 


and checked the windows to see if 


they were open or if anyone was 
home. Not a soul was in sight 

“Now, if | was a_ heartless, 
unkind man I would have left it on 
the porch and went on my way. God, 
knows the cake would have spoiled 
and my boss would have thrown a 
nasty, possibly fatal fit that could 
have'led to my expulsion. But, given 
the extreme weather, mind you, it 
was fiercely snowing, and the spirit 
of a good-natured man, saner heads 
prevailed and so I spotted a ladder 
not far from where I stood. 


“IL took it without any thought 
and ascended the ladder. When | 


reached the top, I saw that they had a 


chimney that wasn't emitting black, 
hazardous puffs of smoke. With time 
running out, more deliveries to make 
and a freezing sensation beginning to 
slowly, painfully crawl inside me, I 
closed my eyes and poof! I landed in 
an empty home, and, fortunately, not 
in the pits of hell, for that surely 
would have been bad. "But the cake!" 
I exclaimed to myself, quickly open- 
ing the box. 

“Peacefully and intact, it was, 
and I shouted in merry content in so 
that the gods and ghost could hear 
me, “Ho,Ho,Ho!” 

Year round, Santa Claus runs a 
distribution facility/ warehouse that 
manufactures designs and distributes 
gifts efficiently all over the world in 
an orderly and timely fashion with 
the most update technology avail- 
able. For safety purposes, the loca- 
tion of the facility itself will remain 
anonymous at the request of Santa 
Claus. 

To save time and energy, he also 
manages a Time Management Team 
and a Transportation Coordinator 


Staff which consists of an army of 


bellyaching, peevish elves, and, in 
more extreme cases, Grinches, that 
help deliver the gifts evenly in a 
united effort to appease the hopes — 
and-dreams of sleeping children: 

Dubbed as the “symbol of con- 
sumerism,” he must sometimes, at a 
moment's notice and without delay, 
make appearances at parades, depart- 
ment stores and malls, to promote 
certain brands and to reassure the 
general public that he ts in fact real, 
says Santa Claus. 

Every Christmas he must witness 
the warm and overbearing presence 
of a landslide of mail flooding his 


“workplace. So, in order to manage 
all the chaos without the prospect of 


broken and angry death threats, 
Santa has partnered up with many 
postal services that read and reply to 
the letters, poems and messages he 
so often cannot attend to. 

“It's a better, faster way to com- 
municate to all the children effec- 
tively,” he claims. 

In fact, in 1925, 
many children demanding an answer 
to where Santa Claus lives, if not to 
thank him than to meander through 
his warehouse all the while thinking 
mischievous things, the tabloids 
released that Santa Claus resides in 
Finnish Lapland. He laughs at this, 
because he knows that he is of a 
more complex image than Finnish. 

Santa Claus is the type of man 


as the result of 


photo by Michele Simon 


Samantha MacAvoy sits on Santa’s lap at the NECC 
Seasonal Celebration, Dec. 7th 


who plays rugby, yet still manages to 
maintain an elephantine physique. 
He enjoys long walks along the 
North Pole and fishing. He rides 
trained polar bears for sport and his 
favorite show is “Survivor.” Though 
Mrs. Claus disapproves of many, if 
not all, of these activities, they find a 
common ground with one another, 
despite years of broken dishes and 
verbal arguments that often escalate 
to candy cane fights and chocolate 
wrestling. 

Even after being the recipient of 
many books, poems, stories, films, 
letters and cartoons based on him, 
many still remain skeptical of his 
existence. In 1897, eight-year-old 
Virginia O' Hanlon wrote a letter to 
the editor of New York's Sun, ques- 
tioning the existence of Santa Claus 
after being told by many friends that 
he wasn't real. The New York Sun 
followed up with an editorial to the 
question with an answer. Here is a 
small excerpt: 

“Not believe in Santa Claus! You 
might as well not believe in fairies! 
You might get your papa to hire men 
to watch in all the chimneys on 
Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, 


but even if they did not see Santa 
Claus coming down, what would that 
prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but 
that is no sign that there is no Santa 
Claus. The most real things in the 
world are those that neither children 
nor men can see. Did you ever see 
fairies dancing on the lawn? Of 
course not, but that's no proof that 
they are not there. Nobody can con- 
ceive or imagine all the wonders 
there are unseen and unseeable in the 
world,” wrote newsman Francis 
Pharcellus in response to Virginia's 
inquiry Sept. 21, 1897. 

Whether or not the controversy 
of his existence will ever cease 
remains a mystery. For now, the 
immortal, philanthropist looks for- 
ward to releasing his new album, 
“Say It Ain't So” by the Dashers, a 
band that consists of lead singer 
Rudolph and other red nosed rein- 
deers. 

“I'm real, and once people hear 
the album they'll finally believe it 
too. So look out.” With that said, 
break out the Christmas lists, the 
cookies and milk, because Santa 
Claus is coming to a chimney near 
you. 


SSS 
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“They are like normal kids,” he 
said. “I see no difference between 
my cousins and the kids at the shel- 
ter,” 

“They don't understand the situ- 
ation they are In, because they are 
so young. 

He said he has worked with a 
few older children. The older they 
are the more they realize what is 
happening. There was a girl there 
who was around SIX OF Seven years 
old. She acted out sometimes. “She 
understood the situation she was in 
It was kind of sad,” he said 

Ferreira-Fahlberg said if they 
didn't have the Playspace program, 
or something similar, most home- 
less children would be either sitting 
in front of a TV, or smaller children 
could be sitting in their car seats for 
long periods of times while their 
parents wait in lines, try to get help, 
and solve the problems that caused 
them to become homeless. 

“This is not babysitting,” she 
said. They believe in child develop- 
ment. 

A goal of the Playspace program 
is: “To make healthy play possible 
for children living in shelters, (they) 


collaborate with shelter residents 
and staff to design and build age- 
appropriate, "kid-friendly" spaces 
that come equipped with libraries, 
building blocks, art supplies and 
more the all-important tools to 
challenge children physically and 
creatively and allow them to have a 
place to play, use their imaginations 
and be just who they are...kids™ 

Play is how children learn. Here 
they learn how to play, share, read, 
and enjoy and explore the world, 
Ferreira-Fahlberg said 

“A lot of times it's often the lit- 
tle things that we see make the 
biggest impact.” One volunteer 
worked with a child that couldn't 


cut with scissors. They practiced 
and practiced until she finally 
could. When she finally mastered 


that one task both the child and the 
volunteer were elated. 

“You stop being a volunteer and 
become friends with the kids. It's 
like working with your friends,” 
said Ciarletta. 

“| really enjoy doing it. | would- 
n't call it a chore,” he said. “It's real- 
ly fun. I get to play games with the 
kids like Candy land.” 

But he said he was nervous 
when he started volunteering here. 
“At first I guess I was a little bit, 


but, because I wasn't doing it alone, 
it wasn't too bad.” There were two 
other girls from Bridgewater State 
who also volunteered at the same 
time 

The women in the shelter 
looked friendly, but a little nervous, 
and they sheltered their children in 
their arms protectively. One woman 
cradled a tiny infant in her arms. 
She pulled up his tiny hat and 
stroked his head, looked lovingly at 
his baby-fuzzy hair and gazed into 
his delicate face. Then she tucked 
the hat back down snugly. The other 
women looked at me with wide cyes 
and worried looks, reminding me of 
deer caught in a headlight. 

Ferreira-Fahlberg said some 
women who come to the shelter are 
at first timid and it takes a while to 
build their trust. 

I had never thought of it that 
way. These women were probably 
just as frightened to be here, as vol- 
unteers are to come here, and want- 
ed to protect their children. 

Looking around, the rooms in 
the shelter were clean and looked 
like they had new paint, but there 
were no curtains and no decorations 
that you would see personalizing a 
home. The living room contained 
only a few comfy looking couches 


and the TV high on the wall. 

In the corner of the barren room 
someone had erected a Christmas 
tree. Ferreira-Fahlberg said they 
don't celebrate Christmas because 
they have to be open to all religions, 
but each shelter, or the people there, 
will do their own thing, and the vol- 
unteers often make crafts with the 
children this time of year. It is a dif- 
ficult time for families that are 
homeless during the holidays. 

We walked past a large winding 
Staircase that led upstairs to the bed- 
rooms and she ushered me into the 
Playspace. It was-about the size of 
an average sized bedroom - not very 
big. But there were an assortment of 
all kinds of toys; puppets, a dress up 
station, building toys, games, a 
reading station, tumbling mats, a 
pretend kitchen and much more. It 
was all organized and ready for the 
next play time. 

Maria Gutierrez, a woman 
working at the shelter, said the chil- 
dren do homework from 4p.m. to 
6p.m. and they are always happy to 
come in here after. While she was 
telling me this, two little boys, 
around four years old, wandered in 
to the room with wide eyes and 
hopeful expressions. One of the 
boys politely asked, “Can we play 


now?” and elicited a smile from 
everyone in the room. They were 
told; “Soon, after homework time,” 
and the boys smiled and ran into the 
other rooms that were echoing with 
children's voices. There are current- 
ly 16 children at the shelter, 
Gutierrez said. 

“If someone asked me if they 
should (volunteer for Horizon's for 
Homeless Children), | would defi- 
nitely tell them they should. It's a 


lot of fun,” Ciarletta said. “I really 
enjoy doing it.” 
According to the Urban 


Institute, in the United States, “on 
any given day over 200,000 chil- 
dren are homeless.” One child in 
fifty in the United States is likely to 
experience chronic or episodic 
homelessness before reaching age 
six. Of the children most likely to 
experience homelessness, twenty- 
five percent have suffered ‘from 
physical abuse and neglect. In 
Massachusetts upwards of 20,000 to 
50,000 children experienced home- 
lessness in 2010, the latest year for 
which there is government data.” 

For more information on the 
Playspace Program call the local 
office at 978-557-2182 or go to 
www.horizonsforhomelesschil- 
dren.org 
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Actor § career skyrockets 


By SHANNON KEATING 
A&E Editor 


It's a bird! It's a plane! No! It's Irish- 
German actor Michael Fassbender! And to 
say the least, he's had a great year. 

You may know him as “that guy from 
'300,'" or “that 
Basterds."” But after the year he's had, the 


guy in ‘'Inglourious 
man is on his way to becoming a house- 
hold name. 

Fassbender began his acting career in 
2001, appearing in such British television 
shows as “Hearts and Bones,” and 
“Carla.” He went on to star in many made- 
for-TV movies and mini series such as 
“Gunpowder, Treason, & Plot,” where he 
played the ill-fated Guy Fawkes. 

But 2008 whén he 


caught his big break starring in visionary 


it wasn't until 


director Steve McQueen's “Hunger:” the 
true story of IRA hunger strike leader 
Bobby Sands. This role won him Best 
Actor at the British Independent Film 
Awards among countless other distinc- 
tions. 

Then in 2009, he 


Quentin Tarantino's controversial WWII 


landed a role in 


drama, “Inglourious Basterds.” It was in 
this film that I first took notice/fell in love 
with this soon-to-be Hollywood heart- 
throb. 

In March of this year, Fassbender got 
to play the iconic role of Mr. Rochester in 
Cary Fukunaga's adaptation of Charlotte 
Bronté's literary classic, “Jane Eyre.” His 
chemistry with his young costar Mia 
Wasikowska proved electric. But this little 
film was only the jumping off point to his 
stellar year. 


The ‘no TV 


By Lisa LEmoir 
Staff Writer 


and the 
Between 


So, the holidays are upon us, 
stress levels can't get any higher. 
finals, Christmas shopping, bill paying, 
school holiday 
youngest daughter has decided that this is the 
perfect time to have a complete melt down 
and force me to think; hmm. 
much a ten year old is going for on EBay. 
However, since that is highly frowned upon 
by Department of Social Services, | opted for 
her to lose television and computer privi- 
leges for an entire,week. Oh the horror! Her 


plays and parties, my 


I wonder how 


response to that was yet another meltdown 
followed by tears and pleading. I stood my 
ground. I had to. Things were out of control 
and she needed to be wrangled in. I'm speak- 
ing figuratively of course. I would never 
hog tie my daughter no matter how good of 
an idea that sounded. So, yes, this will be 
good for her. It gave her time to get back in 
touch with her inner self and reflect on her 
poor behavior and the toys for which she had 
begged for at prior Christmases. 

For me, it was absolute heaven. It gave 


A star is born 


Courtesy Photo 


Michael Fassbender stars in Steve McQueen’s new critically acclaimed film “Shame.” 


In June, the box office smash “X-Men: 


First Class” barreled into theaters. 
Although much of the critics' and fans’ 
feedback was positive, this writer found 
that the film's only redeeming qualities 
resided in the acting talents of leads James 
McAvoy Michael 


Fassbender. His surprisingly moving por- 


and, of course, 
trayal of classic super villain Magneto's 
transition from good to evil really packed 
an emotional punch. 

Right around October, those Oscar sea- 
son bells start their ringing. And that's 
when David Cronenberg's new thriller, “A 
Dangerous Method,” hit theaters. The film 


stars Michael Fassbender opposite Oscar- 


me the opportunity to finish up an eight page 
final a week early, and get my housework 
done with no other noise than the radio sta- 
tion that plays Christmas songs round the 
What I found that she was able to 
focus on her homework, study for tests, prac- 


clock. 


tice her violin, and amazingly enough, and 
the struggle with nightly routines was dimin- 
ished. Why you ask? There was no arguing 
We don't 
subscribe to cable. Instead, we have Netflix 


about missing her favorite shows 


so she can watch it whenever she can (aka 
Completely 
loving this new quiet way of living, | won- 
dered how other people fared with this 
experiment. Not everyone can handle an 
entire week without television. 
to my handy dandy search engine, I found a 
link to the Coronado, California Patch (an 
online newspaper). Tonia Accetta was asked 
if she was going to have her family partake 
in the “Screen- Free Week” her response 
was; “The dates also coincide with the Easter 
break. It seems a bit mean to turn off TV 
when school is out. Plus we have to know 
who gets kicked off American Idol!” I can't 
help but think; Heavens to Murgatroyd! God 
forbid Tonia is subjected to entertaining her 


next week). Crisis averted! 


After going 


nominated actors Keira Knightley and 
Viggo Mortensen. However, the film has 
lost momentum in the race to the Oscars. 

Never fear, Fassbender fans! “Shame,” 
Steve McQueen's newest movie and sec- 
ond collaboration with Fassbender is get- 
ting perfect scores across the board. He is 
said to be in the running for Best Actor at 
this year's Academy Awards. 

The film's NC-17 rating is cause for 
concern, but his performance is said to be 
so jarring, that it would be a crime for the 
Academy to overlook it 

NECC alumni Matthew Rand had noth- 
ing but praise for the actor: “He's exqui- 
“Shame.” There's no two 


site in ways 


children for the entire school break. Not to 
mentian the next to get booted off American 
Idol. Anything but that! 
comment from Jan Spear on why 


Then there is a 
there 
shouldn't be a Screen-Free Week; “Screen- 
Week or National TV-Turnoff 


impacts our escapism. Just a suggestion, 


Free week 
how about limiting the amount of TV time 
per week, instead of totally tuning out? | 
wouldn't want to miss a Tsunami warning.” 
Sarcasm wells up inside me 

Well, I can see*how that's justifiable, Jan 
Tsunami warnings are so frequent in the 
United States these days we wouldn't want to 
be caught off guard by a spontaneous 
Tsunami. Oh, and I can see how climbing 
into bed and escaping into a great book is 
just out of the question 
break. 

After being surprised and disappointed 
at the comments coming from highly educat- 
ed adults on this subject, | decided to look 
elsewhere, hoping to find information that I 
could use. I stumbled upon, ok; I clicked on 
the next link in my Google search to an arti- 
cle written by Charlene Lee, a fourteen year 
old girl from Los Angeles who challenged 
herself to an entire week of no television 


Oy Vey, give mea 


about it. Startlingly raw, insanely passion- 
ate in scope; every nuance seems perfectly 
molded to his gorgeous face.” Sounds 
good to me! 

His combined performances in “Jane 
“X-Men: Class, ees 
Dangerous Method,” and “Shame” haye 
earned him the USA National Board of 


Needless to 


Eyre,” First 


Review's Spotlrght Award. 
say, | have a feeling we will be seeing a 
lot more of Michael Fassbender in the 
future. And with his immaculate résumé, I 
have no doubt that he will prove to be 


nothing less than spectacular 


’ challenge 


after she spent five hours straight watching 


the “Heroes” series. What she discovered 


was surprising. After going through the 
withdrawal process, (aka the first couple of 
days with no television), she realized that 
she was able to be much more productive 
with her time. She found ways to fill her 
time with much more meaningful and impor- 
tant things like, homework, studying for her 
SAT's and submitting in her draft story for 
the LA Youth online newspaper. She began 
to not care about her favorite televisions 
shows and preferred to do something produc- 
tive 

By day five, she broke her own rules and 
went to the movies to catch the opening of 
Spiderman 3. While sitting in the theater, she 
started thinking of other things she could be 
doing instead of wasting her time watching a 
movie. I find it pretty amazing for a fourteen 
year old to surmise just after five days how 
much television has impacted her life in a 
Way to go Charlene! After 
this weekend, my daughter will look back 
and realize all the things she was able to do 
and that a week without television was not so 
bad after all. Or at the very least will think 
twice before acting up. 


negative way 


= 


What’s 
Happening? 


Club 


Tr 


b is proud to announce the 
ival of a board game library. 
For a small fee you can borrow a 
board game or card game. To see a 
llist of what is available go to 

ttp://boardgamegeek.com/collec- 
ion/user/Bacon%20Boardgamers? 
own=1 &subtype=boardgame&ff=1 

Contact Professor Mike Cross to 
borrow a game or to offer sugge- 
ions to add to the list at 

cross@necc.mass.edu. 


NECC’s ESL Advanced 
Reading students in conjuction 
with Emmaus Ho tuden 


are conducting a children’s book 
drive for Emmaus House family 
shelter. Drop off books from 12/7- 
12/21 at Haverhill Campus Tech 
enter, Bentley Library and C207 
land in Lawrence Amesbury St. 
lobby and Franklin St. L200. 


Alliance is collecting new, unused 
eddie bears and stuffed animals to} 
donate to patients and children of 
patients to deal with life in the 
ospital. Donations can be made 
ednesdays, 9-12 in C314B and 
Fridays !2 noon in C110 through 


12/14. 

PTK Club members 

ake sure to check out the web- 

Site ptk.org for upcoming scholar- 
Ship oppourtunites in the last fall 
and early spring. If you are inter- 
std in joining the PTK Club, con- 
act Professor Andy Morse at 
amorse@necc.mass.edu. 


ts 


The NECC Libraries are 
once again sponsoring a contest 
for the best use of information in 
la research paper. Two prizes of 
$100 gift certificates from Barnes 
land Noble are given to the best 
ritten papers. More info is linked| 
© your library web page. 


Even 
A Christmas Carol, 12th annual 
roduction. Remaining perform- 
lances are December 11th and 12th 
at 3:00 p.m. Tickets can be pur- 
hased at the door or through 

iM Varts.info. Prices are $10.00 for 
adults, $8.00 for students and sen- 
iors and $6.00 for children under 


The Music Program will 
be sponsoring the new Student 
azz Lab performance December 
17th at 6 p.m. in the Tech Center. 

Kid’s “Knight” Out. 

upport the NECC basketball 
team as they go to South Carolina 
his spring for, what else? Spring 
training! Drop your kids off 
Saturday, December 17 from 5-9 
p.m. at the NECC gym for fun and 
games. Ages 6-12. $25. Snacks 
and drinks will be available at the 
oncesion stand. 

The Department of 
Athletics and Recreation is selling 
discount tickets to Amesbury 
Sports Park for $18.00. These 
ickets are good for three hours of 
Sledding Thursday-Sunday after 
3:30 p.m. Not valid vacation 

eeks or holidays. The park opens 
for the season December | 6th. You 
ay purchase as many as you like 
long as supplies last. Contact 
Maureen Saliba at the SFC in 
oom 104. 
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Mike Cross the science boss 


Science seminars 
give students a 
chance to experiment 


By Mary ELLEN 
D’ ANGELO-LOMBARI 
CAMPUS LIFE EDITOR 


Certain things are not a good 
idea when experimenting with dry 
ice. “Don't flush it down the toilet. 
Don't put it in bottles. Septic tanks 
don't like it,’ says Mike Cross, 
NECC's answer to ‘Bill Nye the 
Science Guy.' Cross was giving 
some additional information con- 
cerning dry ice on a cool and sunny 
December afternoon outside on the 
lawn outside of the E building. 
About a dozen students are attending 
one of his weekly Encouraging 
Science Participation, ESP seminars. 

“This week we're having an 
unusual day. We have several stu- 
dents doing various 
experiments.” Jason Spinney, 
Anderson Vargas, Meagan Cleary, all 
biology majors, and Abby LaBonte, 
nursing major, all worked together to 
prove burning magnesium is nearly 
impossible to extinguish, even 
between two blocks of dry ice. “You 
can get fifty pounds of dry ice for 


David Baker melts aluminum in a home fashioned furnace. 


about twenty-six dollars up in 


Mary Ellen D’Angelo-Lombari photos 


Jason Spinney and Anderson Vargas look on as a flaming torch 
is placed to a chunk of magnesium on top of a block of dry ice. 


Hooksett at New England Dry Ice. 
They'll cut it in half for you for twen- 
ty-nine dollars,” says Spinney. David 
Baker, one of Cross's Intro to 
Chemistry students heats aluminum 
in a homemade furnace and pours a 
mold for an automobile part. 

“The furnace is made out of 
refractory mortar inside a steel five 
gallon bucket,” says Baker. “It heats 
up to about 3,000 degrees. The alu- 
minum will be solid in about five 
minutes. It will be cool to the touch 
in about an hour. The furnace will 
take about three to four hours to cool 


—_ ¥ | 


down.” It takes much less than one 
outdoor grill sized propane tank to 


melt the aluminum. 

Things go a lot faster with some 
forced air, hence the leaf blower. We 
are all given protective eyewear and 
instructed to put it on. Apparently, 
whenever there is molten metal there 
is the possibility of a steam explo- 
sion. This reporter wasted no time 
putting on her glasses. Baker is jun- 
ior in high school. He is a home- 
schooled student from West 
Newbury. He is taking this class at 
NECC to improve his chances of get- 
ting into Mass Academy out of 
Worcester. 

According to their website, 
“Mass Academy is a public, co-edu- 
cational school of excellence pro- 
gram which enrolls about 100 aca- 
demically accelerated 11th and 12th 
graders. We emphasize math and sci- 
ence within a comprehensive, inter- 
active academic program. The rigor 
of the junior year classes exceeds 
high school honors and AP, empha- 
sizing depth over breadth, engaging 
students in project based learning 
and more than 1200 hours of instruc- 
tion. Seniors complete a full year of 
college, enrolling in classes at WPI, 
a nationally ranked engineering 
school, thus making the Academy 
the only public school in 
Massachusetts whose students attend 
a private university full-time as sen- 
iors in high school. 

The Academy is a collaborative 
effort among the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute, and the high 
schools of Massachusetts. 


Strategies for finals 


Student shares his 
success Strategies for 
finals week 


By NICHOLAS Fusco 
Correspondent 


Finals week is on the very close 
on the horizon and with it comes the 
bane of some students existence, 
studying. While it is important, many 
people see it as a necessary evil. To 
effectively study requires one to have 
patience and to use various study 
methods, as well as memorization 
tricks and tools. It has been shown 
that people who study are more likely 
to do well on their work, than the peo- 
ple who choose not to. The task of 
studying is easier said than done, 
especially doing it correctly. 
Everyone has different methods of 
studying and some do it so much, cer- 


tain studying habits become rituals 
that must be fulfilled, before studying 
may proceed. Some studiers need 
refreshments and a comfy space, 
while others need to confine them- 
selves to a single desk in a quiet 
library, surrounded by resources. “All 
I need is coffee and I'm good to go”, 
said Louka Panourgias, business 
major. Methods of studying vary, 
similar to how certain methods of 
learning are more efficient than oth- 
ers, for the individual's specific 
needs. Rewriting notes and using 
acronyms are efficient for memoriza- 
tion. “To study, I rewrite my notes 
from the chapter I am being tested on. 
I find it is the easiest and most effi- 
cient way to memorize certain infor- 
mation”, said Heather Lambert, liber- 
al arts major. Another way of study- 
ing is to reassure yourself that you 
know the bolded and important terms 
and vocabulary. Constructing flash- 
cards is a somewhat time consuming, 
but often very rewarding method that 


many people use. Making sure notes 
taken in class are organized and easi- 
ly comprehendible is also useful in 
the efficiency of the study process. 
One of the hardest parts about study- 
ing is the fact that it is time consum- 
ing. 

To get around this problem, plan 
out and allow time to concentrate on 
the work at hand. Another useful tip, 
because this one can make or break 
efficient studying, is to not stress out. 
Stress will only cause one to become 
careless or completely omit studying 
from their plans. 

Taking breaks and keeping a full 
stomach is also smart, to keep one 
relaxed and alert while they study. 
Everyone knows of the old cliché, 
“practice makes perfect”. The one 
thing that many do not understand is 
that simply practicing is not enough. 
In the end it is the quality of the prac- 
tice that affects the output. “It is per- 
fect practice that makes perfect”, Mr. 
Claussen, music teacher. 


What's 
Happening? 


Librari 


Check out the new addi- 
ions to the libraries books and 
IDVDs on the library websites. New 
IDVDs include Fun With Dick adn 
ane and Latin Music USA. New 
books include Code Talke and 
Alcohol, Tobacco, and Illicit Drugs. 


People in the News 


Amanda McCarthy, 18, 
from Londonderry, NH, a music 
najor at NECC won “Most 
onfident/Enthusiastic Performer” 
lat the “Music On & Up-19 and 
nder” competition at the Hard 
[Rock Cafe in Boston last month. 
McCarthy sings and plays piano and 
guitar. 


A finals week tutoring 
chedule will go into place 
[December 15th. Find the schedule at 
/ww.necc.mass.edu/wp- 
ontent/uploads/2011/12/Final- 
exam-schedule.pdf. Please note that 
egular tutoring hours will be in 
effect for the Math Tutoring and 
[Resource Center in C201. 


Students who are good in 
he disciplines of Math, English 
‘omp, and Psychology may want to 
onsider becoming a Supplemental 
nstructor. SI is a new program at 
INECC. It is designed for certain 
‘gateway” classes such as Basic 

riting, Basic Algebra, Intro to 
Psychology and English Comp I to 
lhelp ensure student success. Contact 
your instructor in these disclpilines 
if you are interested. 

If you need a science 
ourse with a lab and comp class, 
onsider registering for the new 

Learning Community “Infinite 
Frontiers: The Science of Science 
iction,” taught by Professors 
[Lisette Espinoza and Mark 
Reinhold. Sign up for CRN 2495 
and CRN 2496 when you register. 
ontact Trish Shade, LC co-ordina- 
tor for more info on this and other 
Learning Communities offered this 
spring at tshade@necc.mass.edu of 
978-556-3414. 


NECC has updated your 
email service. With your new email 
ladddress, available NOW (subtract 
student portion of your current 
INECC email address), students have 
10 GB on inbox space, 
25GB password protected online 
Storage and file sharing, Access to 
Microsoft Virtual Office apps, Word 
Excel, PowerPoint and OneNote., 
and Instant Messaging and eamil 
syncing with your mobile device. 
JO to 
ttp://www.necc.mass.edu/email/ or 
ttp://www.live.com to change your 
urrent email address to the updated 
address and start taking advantage 
of hte new features. 
Transpo 


Daily shuttle service in the 
evenings between the Lawrence 
ampus at Franklin Street and the 
averhill Campus at C Spurk 
Building, is provided free of charge. 
¢ shuttle leaves Lawrence every 
our from 3:15 p.m.-9:15 p.m. The 
shuttle leaves Haverhill every hour 
‘om 3:45 p.m.-8:45 p.m. and at 
10:15. 


By JOSH PELTONOVICH 
Sports Editor 


Saturday afternoon the NECC 
Knights played Clinton Community 
College. On Saturdays most NECC 
students are probably working, 
studying or relaxing. The men's and 
women's basketball teams were in 
fierce competition on the hardwood 
floors in the gym all day. 

The women's team played first 
around two o'clock. Unfortanely the 
women's team doesn't have a full 
rooster with depth. They are playing 
games with just one or two women 
on the bench. While opponents at 
times are subbing in five fresh new 
players, our Knights are lucky 
enough to get a breath even once ina 
while. If a player gets in foul trouble 
then the chances of getting a breathi- 
er are even less, which ends up hap- 
pening because when you're tired you 
tend to make mistakes you wouldn't 
normally make. 

It's been a rough road this season 
for the women's team. 

All-during the season though they 
have never given up and have main- 
tained positive attitudes the whole 
time. They lost the game Saturday 
but had many moments of brilliance 
where you thought they were going 
to come back and win. 

They are a very small tight knit 
group but being that it works out for 
them. Instead of frustration and emo- 
tion fueling them while losing going 
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Sports 


A Day as a Knight 


into the second half, they stood their 
ground played hard for the whole 
forty minutes and showed Clinton 
this is the Knights house. They came 
back after the half calm and focused. 
Efforts from all the ladies were out- 
standing. Numerous three pointers 
and defensive stops had you gripping 
the edge of your seat hoping for a 
victory. The ladies made a valiant 
effort to come back and win the 
game. Keep working hard ladies it 
will pay off. 

The Knights men's team also 
played Saturday. The oppentant was 
the same team, Clinton. A team from 
New York state, who traveled for 
hours to get to NECC. The game 
wasn't anything short of entertaining. 
The game was back and forth all 
afternoon. Although the score was 
low all game due to many great 
defensive stands. The Knights 
showed patentice on offensive plays 
and poise on defensive ones. The 
key to the game was playing smart 
and not mentally beating yourself 
down the stretch. The Knights did 
what they had to do to ensure a check 
in the win column. They made clutch 
free throws when needed and forced 
crucial turnovers on the full court 
press. 

During a game Thursday last 
week one of our young stars Raudy 
Minaya suffered a painful injury 
attempting to block a shot. His great 
momentum trying to block the shot 
led him to be flying through the air 
and landing extremely hard on his 


tail bone. A scary moment to see any 
athlete hitting the ground so hard and 
awkwardly. Although at first shaken 
up Minaya didn't allow the injury to 
hinder his spirit and hunger to com- 
pete. As the Knights started to come 
back you could see Minaya behind 
his bench warming up yelling over to 
Coach, “I'm good coach and ready if 
you need me.” 

It was clear at that second Raudy 
was in the zone and for the time 
being that pain was gone. He just 
wanted to be on the court helping his 
team get a victory. This is the level of 
dedication the Knights bring to the 
game. Whether it's a team with just 
enough players to play or a injury, the 
Knights don't quit. If you read some 
of the saying on the knights warm up 
gear, they have such slogans as, “los- 
ing is not a option.” A very bold 
statement but I believe every word of 
it. These athletes don't have a quitting 
bone in their body. 

I got to talk to Raudy after the 
games this week to get some input 
from him on his injury. I asked him 
what could have stopped him from 
playing Saturday, He replied he 
would play only if, “ I can play better 
than seventy percent or higher, noth- 
ing less than seventy percent of my 
ability.” 

He continued with “if I can play 
to help the team but I'm not going to 
play and hurt them.” 

I asked him how a injury like 
this can hurt a team he said, 
“Depends on the team you're on, If 


you're on a deep team with a lot of 
alibied players then others have to 
step up and fill the role of those 
unable to.” 

As a lifelong player and fan of 
basketball | respect your determina- 
tion to help the team Raudy, I hope 
for your sake and the teams you can 
get healthy and quick enough to 
come back and be a contribute to the 
Knights. 

This semester we are done with 
home games for a while but here's the 
remaining home games for the 2011- 
2012 season. Everyone should try 
and come out and show support for 
our Knights. 

Men's home games are s follows 
January 10th Gateway Home at 5:00. 
January 2|st Bristol Home at 3:00. 
January 26th Bunker Hill Home at 
7:00. January 28th STCC Home at 
3:00. February 2nd Dean Home at 
8:00. February 4th Mass Bay Home 
at 1:00 and February 1Ith 
Quinsigamond Home at 3:00. 

The final women's games are 
schueled for the following days. 1 
January 10th Gateway Home at 7:00. 
January 12th Manchester C.C. Home 
6:00. January 21th Bristol Home at 
1:00. January 26th Bunker Hill Home 
at 5:00. January 28th STCC Home at 
1:00.February 2nd Dean Home at 
6:00 and the 11th Quinsigamond 
Home at 1:00. I encourage all NECC 
faculty and students to come to at 
least a game and show some school 
pride and watch your knights! 


Photo By Holly Parker. 
Sted Bourdeau going up 


hard for a lay-up in 
Saturday’s victory 
agianst Clinton 


Community College. 


WINTER INTERSESSION 


at Fisher College 


Online Course Offerings: 


-MG304 Leadership and Ethics 


-MK201 Principles of Marketing 
-PS315 Social Psychology 


-SO10I Introduction to Sociology 


-CM101I Introduction to Mass Communication 
-CS108 Advanced Computer Applications 


-EN303 Selected Themes in Modern World Literature 


-MG441I Business Policy and Strategic Management 


Term runs from January 2-January 22, 2012. Contact 
617-236-8866 or abertram@fisher.edu for questions. 


Register today at www.fisher.edu 


Where to find 
love in December 


By CHIARA ATIK 
via MCT Campus 


1. In the check-out line.... 
Of Target. Of Nordstrom. Of 
J.Crew. Of Dick's Sporting 
Goods. Of Bath and Body 
Works. 

Anywhere you go to buy a 
present for your 
friend/mom/dad/kid 
brother/coworker, you're likely 
to run into someone else who's 
also shopping for gifts. If you're 
brave, you can always approach 
someone by asking "Hey, can I 
get your opinion? I'm shopping 
for my mom/dad, and ..." 

2. At a holiday party At no 
other point of the year will you 
be invited to such a concentrat- 
ed string of social events, many 
of which will be full of people 
whom you've never met before. 

Definitely a big enough dat- 
ing pool to get you through 
January and February... 

3. At a bar on a weeknight. 
We're not talking about the 
packed weekend crowd at the 
coolest bar in town, we're talk- 
ing about the quiet neighbor- 
hood spot that goes overlooked 
during summer because you'd 
rather be drinking outside. 

But when it's cold, you're 
far more likely to spend a 
Wednesday night sipping a 
whiskey neat at the closest bar 
you can find ... and you'll be 


precisely six feet behind you. 


pleasantly surprised by the 
crowd. 

4. At the airport. Holiday 
delays are to be expected, so go 
prepared! Head to the airport 
bar and see what other miser- 
ably stranded people might 
need to pass the time. Go to the 
computer station and ask to bor- 
row someone's plug. Strike up a 
conversation in the magazine 


section of the Hudson News. 

Ask someone to watch your 
stuff while you run to the bath- 
room, and then strike up a con- 
versation upon your return. The 
possibilities are endless! 

5. At the one place open on 
Christmas Day... If you don't 
celebrate Christmas, you don't 
have a ton of choices about 
where to eat or hang out on 


(Pp 


; MCT Soaead Photo into 
While in this place you might probably think you are 
in terminal hell. However, heaven could be standing 


Christmas Day. 
This is a good thing: 
Bit means all the other 
non-celebrating people 
Mare forced to go to the 
a Same Chinese 
Restaurant as you. 
= Solidarity! 
. 6. Volunteering If 
you're generous and 
selfless enough to spend 
time volunteering dur- 
ing the holidays, you're 
sure to meet some other 
selfless and kind people, 
as well. 

And then you guys 

can get married and save 
* the world and continue 
make the rest of us look 
bad. 
f 7. Free concerts You 
ee don't have to be super 
Christmas to 
appreciate the cul- 
tural offerings of the 
season. Find a free 
concert of Handel's 
Messiah at a Church, 
or a community pro- 
duction of The Nutcracker. 

Or, if you love Christmas 
schmaltz, head on down to your 
local tree lighting, get a hot 
chocolate, and find someone 
who is singing "Frosty the 
Snowman" as lustily as you are. 

8. Under the mistletoe... It's 
got to work for some people, 
no? 
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Horoscopes 


By Nancy Black - Tribune Media Services (MCT) 

Today's Birthday eae La Specific requests are 
often granted, especially when accompanied with a 
smile and a “please.” Acknowledge the person who's 
making it possible. This year, practice giving thanks 
where it's due. ; 

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is 
the easiest day, 0 the most Cres 

Aries (March 21-April 19) - Today is an 8 -- Your 
creativity is reaching new heights. The right side of the 
brain is in charge now, and things are not looking bad. 
Keep all options open < 

‘aurus (April 20-May 20) - Today is a 7 -- A barri- 
er disappears, and new chances reveal themselves, espe- 
cially at home. Your strength is in knowing when to take 
and when to give. Find the re balance. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21) - Today is an 8 -- It’s eas- 
ier to work in groups now that Mercury has gone direct. 
Take a stroll in nature to clear your thoughts. Others 
want to do what you ask. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22) - Today is a 9 -- Many 
things open up today in the finance and interaction are- 
nas. You wrap up projects at work and gain the respect 
of new clients through service. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Today is a 9 -- You're truly 
the king of the jungle, and there's no stopping you. 
You're smarter and luckier for the next few weeks. 
Discover new income ideas. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Today is a 6 -- Focus on 
the possibilities, rather than the limitations. Pay attention 
to details. There are fewer messes to clean up for the 
next few weeks. You're rig z to understand. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - Today is an 8 -- It's easi- 
er to listen and be heard these days when it comes to 
loved ones. Learn from your friends or from a class, con- 
ference or seminar. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - Today is a 9 -- There's 
no time to worry now. Ask for what you want, and reach 
for the a § Rediscover your talents, and put them to 
good use. Love is all around you. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Today is an 8 -- 
Accept an older person's suggestion. They've been 
where you want to go. Don't be afraid to step out of your 
shell. You really do know the way. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -Today is an 8 -- 
Begin a writing or recording project. Words come easily 
now, and your wit is quite attractive. Reveal your dreams 
in a way that inspires. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Today is an 8 -- Check 
the blueprint, and additional benefits come your way. 
The fog over close relationships is lifting. Get ready for 
excitement. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Today is a 9 -- Your 
words have great power right now. It's a good time to 
— so belt it out through very means at your dispos- 
al. 


Northern Essex 
Community College 


is the Time to 


REGISTER 


for Your Classes 


Register for your classes before you leave for the 


-Convenient Transfer Process 
-Transfer Scholarships 
-Located in Downtown Boston 
-NAIA Division II Athletics 
-Study Abroad Opportunities | 


> semester. Meet with your assigned advisor who 
can be found on self service under “Who is my 
Advisor?” Register early to get the classes and 
schedule you want — and avoid long lines! 


www.fisher.edu 


Current Students’ 
Registration | 
November 7 — December 14 


Contact the Admissions Office to set up your 
individualized interview and tour of the campus. 


Phone: 617-236-8818 


For more i j isi 
E-mail: admissions@fisher.edu ore information, visit 


www.necc.mass.edu/next-steps 
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www.harrybliss.com 


ae Be oelsy| ine Back Tee & 


Make \T Youesece !/ 


, OUT oF- 
pasty 


= « Foop = 
~ NSCCURITY” 
Does THis butter 

make me 

(ook far? 


WHIRLED JASON CAMPBELL 


AS THE SLEIGH FLEW OUT OF SIGHT, 
JINGLE WONDERED TO HIMSELF 
IF THAT COULD EVER BE HIM... 


ELDERLY, OBESE, AND ONLY GETTING 
OUT OF THE HOUSE ONE NIGHT A YEAR. 
www.campbellcomics.com 


GKU 


THE SAMURAI OF PUZZLES By The Mepham Group 


Jason Campbell Comic 


y 
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A glimpse into life in Africa 


By JANE THIEFELS 
Guest author 


Editor's note: This is contin- 
ued from the prevous issue of the 
Observer. Jane is a recently 
retired professor who is also a 
registered nurse, having graduat- 
ed from NECC’s evening nursing 
program in 2008.She wrote these 
articles in appreciation of the 
donations from NECC faculty, 
staff, students and the bookstore 
and Anna Jaques, 
General and 
Rehabilitation hospitals. 


Lawrence 
Whittier 


Journey toward Dakar: 
Bargny and Minim 

After two days in Thies, we 
moved closer to Dakar to the vil- 
lages of Bargny and Minam, 
which were situated on the white 
sandy beaches for which Senegal 
is famous. The first day, we split 
our group between Bargny and 
Minim and the second day we 
were all in Bargny, which was the 
clinic established by our 
Senegalese doctor. We saw right 
away that the people who came to 
these clinics Were not so in need 


of urgent medical care. Many of 


them complained of headaches, 
muscle aches, or eye problems. A 
lot of them left with one of the 
many pairs of glasses we had 
had to 
cataract, high blood pressure and 


available. We refer the 
impacted ear wax cases to the 
local doctors. 

The most rewarding case for 
me of that day was that of a young 
woman who had suffered a miscar- 


Courtesy Photos 


Our team of volunteers, doctors and nurses. 


We had just finished our last clin- 
ic day. Now, it was time to pay the 
local workers and to give them cer- 
tificates. As each one came forward, 
we clapped wholeheartedly for these 
people we had worked with so close- 
ly. 

The Isle of Goree; the Isle of No 
Return 

On out very first day in Dakar. 
we had the opportunity to see the Isle 
of Goree, the 
embarkation for African slaves. After 
a 20 minute ferry ride, we walked 
into one of the 28 former slave hold- 
ing houses which lined the West 
African coast. 

Here we were gripped with a 
deep sadness upon seeing sepa- 
rate dark, dank internment rooms 


The door of no return 


nage at 4 months of pregnancy and 
three stillbirths, two at 8 months and 
one at 9 months. She was shamed and 
in despair. When [| spoke to our 
leader, Amy, who said that IMR 
would pay for her to see a gynecolo- 
gist as arranged by our 
Senegalese doctor, you couldn't have 
seen more sparkling eyes on her 
hearing the news. 


local 


where nearly naked men, women, 
young girls, and children were 
shackled The 
young girls there were visited 


hand and foot 
frequently by white slave own- 
ers, and those who became preg- 
nant were set free. There was a 
room for sick people under 60 
kilos and another for anyone who 
rebelled. 

However, most striking fea- 


ancient port of 


ture was “the door of no return” 
where slaves passed through to 
be crammed 
boats to be carried as cargo to the 


into the holds of 


Americas. There was no escaping 
in the shark-infested waters, with 
sharks habitually feeding off the 
weak, underweight and sickly 
who were routinely thrown into 
the sea. The only relief from the 
heaviness of this prison was the 
beauty of the island and its arti- 
sans who bring it to life with 
their exquisite creations. 

A Panoramic View 

As we traveled many kilome- 
ters on the highways and by- 
ways of Senegal, the most 
remarkable sight was the thou- 
sands upon thousands of goats 
(called sheep in Senegal) that 
were for sale in markets lining 
the roads. Preparation was under- 
way for the Muslim feast of Eid 
al Adha which was to occur 4 
days after our last clinic. 

The families gather together and 
goats are ritualistically slaughtered 
on three feasting days in remem- 
brance of Abraham's obedience and 
his sacrificing a ram in place of his 
son, Isaac. In all of Senegal, 600,000 
sheep meet the knife at this time. 

It was* on these highways 
where the drama of Senegalese 
life was played out. Outside of 
Dakar, many cement block hous- 
es sat in a semi-permanent state 
of construction as plastic litter 
blew about in the hot sea breeze; 


women in colorful dresses 
crouched near oranges, grape- 
fruits, water- 

ee ae 
melons, and os 
onions piled ? 


symmetrically 
on crates; 


horse-drawn 


carts rambled 
though the 
dusty streets 
loaded with 


passengers or ® 
bulky bags of 


grain; carpen- 

ters planed and Yo 
sawed bed- 5 

room sets out: A baobab tree 

side their Bandia Nature Reserve. 


shops, while men and women ran 
material through their sewing 
machines outside of theirs; 
women gracefully balanced bas- 
kets on their heads as shoppers 
poured into market stalls loaded 
with jeans, backpacks, CD's, soccer 


re Fei AS ret St ie 


balls, and colorful girls’ dresses and 
boys' shorts; Talibe boys in ragged, 
dirty clothing held their begging cans 
before car windows. 
Colorfully painted 
packed to the brim spewed out 
thick exhaust smoke while com- 


buses 


peting for the road with the heav- 
ily dented yellow taxis and the 
occasional Peugeot, Mercedes or 
SUV coming from Dakar; street 
vendors, selling Orange phone 
cards, cashews, or knife sets for 
preparing goat, approached vehi- 
cles slowed down in the bottle- 
neck of traffic; mosque minarets 
appeared on the horizon with the 
faint sound of the 
call to prayer car- 
ried on the breeze; 
enormous, ancient 
baobab trees with 
their huge trunks 
and tufts of leaves 
on top dotted the 
landscape as we 
ventured from the 
city. . 
To close 
one's eyes was 
to experience a 
caco > 
in the aged a 


sound; to open 


them was to see 


Goats everywhere! 


a rainbow of brilliant dresses and 
headpieces. 

Another splitting of our group 
occurred as we finished our last 
clinic. Seven of us who had made 
reservations to stay in Dakar 
were whisked away in a van 
while the others headed toward 
the white sandy beaches for their 
last night together. The seven of 
us arranged to be in a traditional 
hotel right on the Atlantic Ocean 
where the waves pounded and the 
fisherman ventured out in 
pirogues each day. We filled 
those days with a sightseeing 
tour and visit to the markets of 
Dakar, a trip to the great salt 
lake, Lac Rose, and another to 
the Bandia Nature Reserve. 

Reflections 

The last night in Dakar, after 
three wonderful extra days in 
Senegal, would be a night with- 
out sleep as our taxi would pick 
us up for the airport at 3 am. As I 
lay on my bed to rest, my mind 
was filled with a kaleidoscope of 
new images of a people who 
lived life with passion, color, 
music, deep emotion, and loyalty 


to tribe, family, and faith; my 
heart was broken by the poverty | 
saw along the roadways and in 
the villages and the medical 
needs that loomed way beyond 
anything our clinic days could 
fulfill. I saw the deep, unforget- 
table eyes of the Talibe boys in 
their dirty, tattered clothes. 

I was so grateful to have come 
and to have allowed these beautiful 
people to open my mind and heart to 
their reality and their warmth, espe- 
cially though the avenue of medical 
care. | knew that their material pover- 
ty and my material abundance were 
linked over centuries of colonialism, 
slavery, political oppression, and 
economic neglect. 

I celebrated our common human- 
ity in the enjoyment of smiles of 
playful children, the brilliant parade 
of women in colorful clothing, the 
contagious rhythm of drums that we 
heard in the village, the crashing of 
the waves, and the misty morning 
outline of pirogues bringing in. fish 
for dinner. 

Yet, most of all, I delighted in 
the soft touch of a hand on mine 
that said thank you for this time, 
thank you for this medicine, 
thank you for being in Senegal 
for me. 


